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Introduction

One of the subprojects within the framework of the research project The School of Salaman-
ca: a digital collection of sources and a dictionary of its juridical-political language, directed by 
Professors Thomas Duve and Matthias Lutz-Bachmann and coordinated by Dr. Christiane 
Birr, is the compilation of a bibliography of the academic literature dedicated to Salamanca 
scholasticism published in the last decade (2008-2019). 

Drawing up a bibliography is neither an easy task nor a prestigious one. On the one hand, 
if the subject chosen – such as Salamanca scholasticism – is very broad, there is a risk of get-
ting lost in the never-ending task of gathering references without ever reaching the expected 
degree of completeness. On the other hand, even after overcoming these risks, once the bibli-
ography is published many academics will look down upon it as the result of perhaps patient 
labour, but without intellectual challenge. In our current imaginary, compilation and epito-
misation belong on the lowest step of the pyramid of knowledge production and are consid-
ered far removed from the creative tasks we usually associate with intellectual achievements.

Despite being conscious of such attitudes, we understand this project as part of the Max 
Planck Institute for European Legal History’s (MPIeR) commitment to fundamental re-
search. The preparation of systematic collections of sources, bibliographies, etc. is precisely 
the kind of task that members of university faculties are unlikely to undertake, given the lim-
ited time available to them after they have fulfilled their teaching and administrative duties.

In this sense, our bibliography on the School of Salamanca is also the result of a signifi-
cant investment of resources, a collective effort made possible only by the participation of 
different people working at the MPIeR and the employment of many institutional resources. 
We would therefore like to express our gratitude to Sigrid Amedick, Head of the MPIeR’s 
Library, and the colleagues working under her supervision. Thanks to their help in the acqui-
sition process of hundreds of books, we were able to include these publications’ contents in 
our bibliography. The technical support of our research assistants Christian Pogies, Mauricio 
Nickel and Yannick Schmidt has also been very important. While Pogies and Nickel trans-
lated the data included in a preliminary EndNote Database into a printable draft, Schmidt 
invested many hours in correcting it. Christina Pössel revised the text of this ‘Introduction’ 
and other colleagues in the MPIeR’s Editorial Department, Otto Danwerth, Nadine Gurris 
and Beate Jaeger took care of other technical aspects related to the publication of this bibli-
ography. Thank you all for your hard work, which allowed us to focus on the gathering of the 
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bibliographical references, the creation of the highly detailed index of thematic descriptors, 
and the writing of these introductory remarks.

While the favourable atmosphere offered by the team of researchers, assistants and editors 
working at the MPIeR was the condition which made the compilation of this bibliography 
possible (causa efficiens), many reasons could be brought up to justify its necessity and be 
considered its causae finales. To the already mentioned traditional commitment of the MPIeR 
to fundamental research, we have to add some special features of the School of Salamanca 
as a subject of research which make extensive, up-to-date bibliographies indispensable to the 
scrupulous researcher. They allow him or her to ascertain at the beginning of a project that 
he or she has indeed correctly identified a research lacuna, and to start the writing process 
only after a rigorous consideration of the current state of research.

For those working on the School of Salamanca, fulfilling these prerequisites of high qual-
ity research is not an easy task. Among the practical obstacles are the institutional instability 
of many research groups interested in Salamanca scholasticism, their wide geographic spread 
and the resulting variety of languages used in publications, in addition to the as yet unre-
solved difficulties surrounding the international distribution of academic books published 
in Mexico, Central and Southern America. Another difficulty is posed by the research field’s 
multidisciplinarity. While this is obviously a positive element of Salamanca scholarship, it 
also constitutes a real challenge when writing a bibliography such as this one. In the case of 
the School of Salamanca, research conducted by historians of theology, philosophy, law, the 
economy and natural sciences is closely intertwined. In addition, contributions to our under-
standing of the School’s work also come from disciplines such as psychology, epistemology, 
Latin philology, the history of knowledge, gender studies, ethnology, missionology, etc.

To address these specific characteristics of our particular field of research, various bibliog-
raphies have been published in the last years. They are mostly dedicated to crucial figures of 
the School of Salamanca, including Francisco de Vitoria (Coujou, Zorroza 2014), Domingo 
de Soto (Castaño 2016), Francisco Suárez (Coujou 2010, 2015) and Pedro da Fonseca (Re-
search Project Conimbricenses 2019). A common weakness of these bibliographies is that 
they are usually not thematically oriented. In fact, only one bibliography published in recent 
years focused on specific topics of research: Alejo Montes’ compendium on the pedagogical 
methods employed by the masters teaching at the University of Salamanca during the mod-
ern period (2015).

There is also a very useful general bibliography on the School of Salamanca written by 
Professor Miguel Anxo Pena González of the Pontifical University of Salamanca. Pena man-
aged to collect 6101 bibliographical references of studies published until 2008 in his Aprox-
imación bibliográfica a la(s) «Escuela(s) de Salamanca». His work served as the preliminary 
model at the beginning of our project. We employed a similar pattern for the organisation 
of references, but added further categories to increase the coverage of the field. In any case, as 
his efforts could hardly be improved upon, we decided to include in our bibliography only 
items published after 2008.



Celia Alejandra Ramírez Santos, José Luis Egío	 4

Max Planck Institute for European Legal History Research Paper Series No. 2020-09

Regarding the main challenges of geographic dispersion, linguistic variety, and the multi-
disciplinarity facing researchers working on Salamanca, however, the above-mentioned bib-
liographies were able to resolve these issues to only a limited extent. They did not look much 
beyond the disciplines of theology and philosophy, and only marginally took the many stud-
ies published outside the Iberian Peninsula into account. Therefore, many important publi-
cations by English-, German- or Italian-speaking scholars – to mention only a few of the larg-
est research communities outside the Spanish-speaking world – were omitted. By including 
items published in eight languages, we hope that our bibliography will facilitate the dialogue 
between cultural regions and research traditions, and contribute to gathering together the 
fragmented scholarly community interested in the School of Salamanca.

Another limitation of previous bibliographical projects was that they did not arrange 
items thematically according to clearly defined topics of research. As mentioned above, most 
of the previously published bibliographies have focused on one of the key figures of the 
School of Salamanca, and have seldom included thematic indices. For researchers working 
on particular topics, this kind of bibliography has only limited utility, because it forces them 
to search the entire bibliography in the hope that a publication’s title indicates whether it is 
of relevance to their project.

Conscious of this issue, Miguel Anxo Pena in his bibliography used names of persons and 
institutions as well as certain research concepts as thematic descriptors. This is an important 
step towards building a systematic bibliography, but Pena’s ordering categories are problem-
atic. First, many of them are very general – e.g., ‘theological controversies’, ‘law and politics’, 
‘16th-century philosophy’, ‘humanism’ – and this can make it difficult for a researcher to 
identify if a publication has any relevance for his or her particular topic of interest. A second 
problem is linked to the pedagogical character of Pena’s bibliography, primarily conceived 
as a ‘tool for teachers and students’. This is why he mainly used contemporary thematic 
descriptors, a choice that, even if pragmatic and adequately justified, makes the language of 
the Salamanca sources disappear. For example, instead of speaking about contractus, pretium, 
proprietas, usura or societas mercatorum, Pena used the generic category of ‘16th-century eco-
nomic thought’.

For our purposes, and closely linked to the overall aims of the project The School of Sala
manca: a digital collection of sources and a dictionary of its juridical-political language, such broad 
categorisations based on modern terminology proved insufficient. Of course, we also em-
ployed general concepts related to wide fields of research as ordering categories, such as ‘phi-
losophy of law’, ‘natural philosophy’, ‘history of theology’, ‘gender studies’, etc. Moreover, 
we have introduced further contemporary concepts relating to the research perspectives that 
distinguish the work of the MPIeR and its Department Historical Regimes of Normativity: 
multinormativity, knowledge production, translation, etc.

However, these contemporary analytic categories appear in our bibliography in combina-
tion with a detailed list of almost 200 early modern concepts, most of which will be included 
in the future Dictionary of the juridical-political language of the School of Salamanca. In fact, one 
of the goals of this Conceptual and multidisciplinary bibliography on the School of Salamanca 
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(2008-2019) was to identify which early modern concepts are currently being studied and 
which scholars have focused on a certain concept in recent work. The Bibliography therefore 
has also served as a useful tool both for making the final selection of concepts to be included 
in the Dictionary and for identifying potential authors for its entries.

There is no space in this brief introduction to explain all the methodological choices we 
made for organising the bibliography’s entries. In general terms, we distinguish between ed-
ited primary sources written by a member of the School and the secondary literature devoted 
to the author. We define the membership of the School of Salamanca broadly, including ju-
rists and theologians trained at the University of Salamanca and/or who taught at Salamanca 
during the 16th and 17th centuries. Following a current research trend we also include a spe-
cial section with studies on the important figures of the so-called First School of Salamanca, 
that is to say, jurists and theologians who studied and/or taught at Salamanca in the 15th and 
early 16th centuries. Literature and edited sources relating to 16th- und 17th-century authors 
who spent most of their lives in Portugal, America, Asia, and European polities outside the 
Iberian Peninsula and who were engaged in close dialogue with the Salamanca masters and/
or their writings are covered in a separate category. 

Our bibliography also includes a section with the many publications comparing Francisco 
de Vitoria or Francisco Suárez’s ideas with their contemporaries’, or with those of promi-
nent thinkers of earlier or later centuries (Aristotle, Aquinas, Luther, Grotius, Leibniz, etc.). 
These studies demonstrate the intense dialogue of the School of Salamanca’s scholars with 
Greco-Roman antiquity and medieval scholasticism, as well as with their Spanish and oth-
er European contemporaries. They also attest to the School’s significant influence on later 
thinkers. In order to take into account some institutional benchmarks, we include in our 
bibliography publications dealing with Salamanca scholasticism as part of the history of cer-
tain mendicant orders (Franciscans, Dominicans, etc.) and of the University of Salamanca’s 
eight centuries of history, including its influence in Europe, America and Asia, etc. Finally, 
we have also created a subsection for literature studying Salamanca scholasticism as part of 
the history of books. 

It is important to emphasise that we have repeatedly adapted the initial plan for our bib-
liographic project as the research proceeded. We became aware of the contemporary academ-
ic importance of several of the above-mentioned fields and subfields only after some months 
of immersing ourselves in the recent literature on the School of Salamanca. The bibliography 
for some of these fields (e.g., the influence of Salamanca’s scholasticism in Asia, which we 
have not been able to investigate exhaustively) is less detailed than for others (such as, e.g., the 
impact of the School in Ibero-America), but we hope to be able to present a more complete 
picture of these areas of research in future editions of the bibliography.

After explaining the motivations for this project and the methodological criteria we have 
followed in its realisation, a lot could be said about the current state of research on the School 
of Salamanca on the basis of the quantitative data revealed by the bibliography. For instance, 
our bibliography contains important information about which topics and authors have been 
of particular interest to researchers (and particularly to philosophers and legal historians) 
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in recent years, which disciplines and research groups are currently studying the School of 
Salamanca, and which authors and debates are usually associated with the School – the latter 
a key issue for understanding the concept of the School of Salamanca prevailing in today’s 
academic community. Our work also reveals both lines of historiographical continuity and 
new research trends, as it enables us to compare recent publications on the School with the 
classical historiography often accused – not without some justification – of being excessively 
clerical, apologetic, nationalistic and anachronistic. We will publish these findings in a criti-
cal historiographical review of the current research on Salamanca scholasticism, a necessary 
complement to this Conceptual and Multidisciplinary Bibliography on the School of Salamanca 
(2008-2019), later this year. 

Being aware that we will have unintentionally omitted many publications that users of 
this bibliography would benefit from, we invite you to send us your suggestions of items 
to be included in the bibliography’s next edition. We would also be very grateful for any 
advice or comments relating to the thematic descriptors and classificatory system we have 
employed. Please email us at celiaram@ucm.es or egio@rg.mpg.de.

Alejandra Ramírez Santos
José Luis Egío

Frankfurt am Main, April 2020

mailto:celiaram@ucm.es
mailto:egio@rg.mpg.de
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Naturrechtsdenken des Francisco Suárez, Berlin, Boston: De Gruyter, 233-262 [Book Section]

127	 Bach, Oliver, Norbert Brieskorn, Gideon Stiening (eds.) (2013), „Auctoritas omnium legum“. 
Francisco Suárez‘ „De legibus“ zwischen Theologie, Philosophie und Jurisprudenz, Stuttgart: 
Frommann-Holzboog [Edited Book]

128	 Bach, Oliver, Norbert Brieskorn, Gideon Stiening (eds.) (2017), Die Naturrechtslehre des 
Francisco Suárez, Berlin, Boston: De Gruyter [Edited Book]

129	 Baciero Ruiz, Francisco (2008), Poder, ley y sociedad en Suárez y Locke (un capítulo en la 
evolución de la filosofía política del siglo XVII), Salamanca: Ed. Univ. de Salamanca [Book]

130	 Baciero Ruiz, Francisco (2011), Suárez, la ilustración y el ideario de la independencia de los 
paises americanos (una aproximación), in: Pena González, Miguel Anxo (ed.), El Mundo 
Iberoamericano antes y después de las Independencias. Actas del V Simposio Internacional del 
Instituto de Pensamiento Iberoamericano, Salamanca, 20-23 de octubre de 2010, Salamanca: Univ. 
Pontificia de Salamanca (UPSA), 395-406 [Book Section]

131	 Baciero Ruiz, Francisco (2012), El concepto de derecho subjetivo y el derecho a la propiedad 
privada en Suárez y Locke, in: Anuario Filosófico 45, 2, 391-421 [Journal Article]



Celia Alejandra Ramírez Santos, José Luis Egío	 16

Max Planck Institute for European Legal History Research Paper Series No. 2020-09

132	 Baciero Ruiz, Francisco (2015), Suárez en Cambridge: la interpretación suareciana de la ley en 
Nathanael Culverwell (1619-1651), in: Fuertes Herreros, José Luis , Poncela González, Ángel 
(eds.), De Natura. La Naturaleza en la Edad Media, Ribeirão: Húmus, 245-253 [Book Section]

133	 Baciero Ruiz, Francisco (2015), The Evil Genius of Suárez: Suárez and Descartes, in: Pensamiento: 
Revista de investigación e Información filosófica 63, 236, 303-320 [Journal Article]

134	 Bacigalupo, Luis Eduardo (2016), The Reasonable Way of Probabilism. A Briefing on its Essential, 
in: Hofmeister Pich, Roberto, Culleton, Alfredo Santiago (eds.), Scholastica Colonialis: 
Reception and Development of Baroque Scholasticism in Latin America 16th-18th Centuries, 
Barcelona, Roma: Fédération Internationale des Instituts d’Études Médiévales (FIDEM), 75-85 
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